Monday, February 22, 2021

Twahna P. Harris

Council Aide, District 7

Office of the Metropolitan Council
222 St. Louis Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821
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Dear Ms. Harris: _— %c}* o
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its March 5, ZOZ&QH&éSti‘g’ge: considered your

request for an advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiagb%g@%\é\ Governmental Ethics
(“Code”) would prohibit the Butterfly Society, a non-profi¢or O_ig@‘fmn of which you are the
N
Founder and Executive Director, from accepting a $24,2{5® 8a§1t13§8ution from the City of Baton
. ¥
Rouge - Parish of East Baton Rouge. P L &

N

You serve as the Council Aide to Co La A (%Cole. Councilman Cole serves District 7
and has been appointed Preside qgﬁ%@%q&’ (effective January 2021). You are also the
Founder and the Executive Dire Qﬁo{@ﬁg@g&ﬂy Society, a non-profit organization who aids
domestic violence victims b%%r@%dz)ﬂ&\g temporary lodging, rental assistance, utility
assistance, funeral expensesSﬁe@&a]@&penses, and transportation. The City of Baton Rouge
- Parish of East Baton R_o@g has lagéggeted a $24,250 contribution to the Butterfly Society in

o0
its 2021 budget bu‘g:é@g}g&\igév\\e not been distributed.
S

&
> O (S
You have requeg;%&(‘l@aﬂ} %§9§’sory opinion that answers the following questions:

o o8
1. &Wfa\ghlgﬁutterﬂy Society accept the budgeted $24,250 contribution for

<$ 3 ) . !
@Zg@nd subsequent years if [ continue to serve as Executive Director?

B O
iy

@Algz,&qMay the Butterfly Society receive the CARES Act Grant funding, if I
%(C\ 2 continue to serve as Executive Director?

NS

3. If I surrender my position as Executive Director and accept a salaried
position with the organization which is in accordance with the past Board
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exception 82-02d, can the Butterfly Society accept the budgeted donation
from the City and/or the CARES Act grant?

4. If I surrender any paid position with the Butterfly Society and only
volunteer my services, can the Butterfly Society accept the budgeted
donation from the City and/or the CARES Act grant?

LAW

La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(2)(d) provides that no public servant and no legal entity in wl@cle)vthe
public servant exercises control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five per@@xqzt&e%hall
receive any thing of economic value for or in consideration of services rendg@@di to be
rendered, to or for any person during his public service unless such sq&)@c%s(&?e\%:cﬁi) Neither
performed for nor compensated by any person or from any of@&r@ﬁiy\@ton agent, or
employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasor:’@b y\gﬁ_o%x}ﬁ know that such
person has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other busine;g@r f{n%\r&&iﬁl relationships with
the public servant's agency; conducts operations or ac‘qig@ie%g ich are regulated by the
public employee’s agency; or has substantial economic g@e@g}%‘gs&v ich may be substantially

affected by the performance or nonperformance of \t@@%’%ﬁ\gﬁ%}@‘?ﬂployee's official duty.
YO
La.R.S.42:1117 provides that no public se Qg&% g‘gﬁ\e&ﬁerson shall give, pay, loan, transfer,

)
or deliver or offer to give, pay, loan, tr g@%]@%(br, directly or indirectly, to any public
servant or other person any thing %m?ogﬁc&ﬁ‘lue which such public servant or other

person would be prohibited from reé@m&“b%& @Qy provision of this Part.
i
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The Board concluded, and 1_n§jzr,ug1%d tne to inform you, that based on the facts presented, the

: gl
Code dictates the followg@l &\C}i&{\
1. May the Bﬁt‘ggrcﬂz}o‘Society accept the budgeted $24,250 contribution for

202.1é@®(i®5’§%%§quent years if [ continue to serve as Executive Director?
N ¥ \00

No. La. R.S. 4&::’?1\3,51(@ (2)(d) prohibits public servants from receiving compensation
from a leg nﬁ?y in which the public servant exercises control when that entity has
or is se@ﬁg@oto obtain a financial relationship with the public servant’s agency.
Furthﬁ?mﬁ‘e, La. R.S. 42:1117 prohibits the legal entity from paying a public servant
a@%@ﬂthat La.R.S.42:1111(C)(2)(d) prohibits the public servant from receiving. As
a result, the Code prohibits Butterfly Society from accepting the $24,250 contribution
for 2021 and subsequent years if you continue to serve as Executive Director on a paid
basis.

2. May the Butterfly Society receive the CARES Act Grant funding, if I
continue to serve as Executive Director?

No. Please refer to the answer to No. 1.
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3. If I surrender my position as Executive Director and accept a salaried
position with the organization which is in accordance with the past Board
exception 82-02d, can the Butterfly Society accept the budgeted donation
from the City and/or the CARES Act grant?

No. Please refer to the answer to No. 1. Additionally, the 82-02D Exception does not

A

exist in the Code, was a Board created exception, and is no longer applicable. &

o

KA.

4. If I surrender any paid position with the Butterfly Society and Qg@&b&&
volunteer my services, can the Butterfly Society accept the bugg\gg@

donation from the City and/or the CARES Act grant? & &%Q’ J \%Q’
':;Q &Q& \5‘0&

S
Yes. The Code does not prohibit Butterfly Society from acc%@%&@%\gﬁunds as long as
you no longer have a controlling interest in the non-prof%@%g?higﬁion.

A
This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as Seéﬂ%%@;ﬁlg%in. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different application of thgzb)r@ﬁ?;@\cs) of the Code of Governmental
. . i A

Ethics. The Board issues no opinion as to cafnd\ﬁ orvas to laws other than the Code of
Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Fina 4! %]ga‘;m@r‘gct, the Lobbyist Disclosure Act, and
conflict of interest provisions in the g:, nng%@s@ou have any questions, please contact

me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 21 > o>
’ F &
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&S o7 Sincerely,
QQ?Q C}&Q’é}o LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
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